
 

 
St Joseph’s Catholic Primary School Portland 

NEWSLETTER 

Term 1 WEEK 6 - 3/18 - 9th March 2018 
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Dear Parents 

What a wonderful start we had to Catholic Schools Week 2018 as we welcomed our parents, 

grandparents, and even great grandparents to St Joseph’s School.  After a beautiful liturgy facilitated by 

Fr Garry and led by our senior class we moved to the classrooms.  The school was abuzz with 

enthusiastic learners as the children showcased the learning experienced in our school today.  From the 

history of the washing machine, to the growth of seeds, to Creative Mathematics games, and Computer 

Technology, our guests were treated to an educational extravaganza.  The morning tea following was a 

huge success with everyone enjoying the fine food, the atmosphere, and most particularly, catching up 

and having a great chat. 

Thankyou to everyone who attended and made our day so special.  Thankyou to all staff for their 

organisation of the day and to all students who are a credit to the school. 

 

OTHER CATHOLIC SCHOOLS WEEK EVENTS 

Pet Education  K/1/2  

Walkathon 16th March –  Please don’t forget to return your child’s permission note for  

     next Friday’s St Joseph’s Walkathon.  Notes have been distributed to  

     each child today. 

The plan for the day follows: 

10am  Primary students leave SJS 

11am   Infants students start to be transported to meet primary. 

11.10am - Morning Tea at top of common 

11.40am 

11.40am  Walk through the bush 

12.20pm  WILLIWA CREEK Picnic begins 

1.15pm  Fr John Grannall Sports 

2.15pm  Transport back to SJS 

 

Infants transport 

If your child is in K/1/2 we are asking if parents are able to assist with the transport of children from the 

school to the top of the common. 

Please see your child's permission note for details. 



 

 
SPORTS REPORT 

 
2018 Diocesan Carnival 
 

“Congratulations” and “Well Done” to our students who competed at our Diocesan Swimming Carnival at 

Dubbo on 1st March.  It was an excellent day and our students performed well displaying excellent 

swimming skills and a fine attitude towards competition and giving of your best. 

Libby Bailey, Mia Dunleavy, Annika Taylor and Yasmine Turner.  The following individual overall results 

were achieved on the day:- 

Mia Dunleavy  

  1st 50 metres Freestyle 

  1st  50 metres Butterfly 

  2nd 50 metres Individual Medley 

  3rd  50 metres Backstroke 

  8th 50 metres Breaststroke 

Yasmine Turner  

  7th 50 metres Butterfly 

  12th 50 metres Freestyle 

  12th  50 metres Backstroke 

 

PP5 Relay Team  - 2nd Overall 

 

POLDING 

All four students will compete at Polding level on Wednesday 21st March at Homebush.   

MIA IN HER INDIVIDUAL EVENTS AND OUR RELAY TEAM COMPRISED OF MIA, YASMINE, LIBBY 

AND ANNIKA. 

Best wishes from all at St Joseph’s! 

 

 

LIBRARY 

Library lessons are held on  a Tuesday for all classes K-6. 

Can all students please bring a library bag on Tuesdays to transport books to and from school.  This helps 

protect the library books and also keeps books secure so that finding them is easy.  Children will not be 

able to borrow books until the have a library bag. 

A library bag doesn’t have to be fancy.  An old pillow case, or ‘green’ shopping bag is a cheap alternative.  

Label the bag clearly with your child’s name so that staff and others can locate the owner easily. 



 

 

CASH AT SCHOOL 

Please note that for  security reasons the 

school does not hold any petty cash in the 

office.  Therefore we are unable to provide any 

change.  Please ensure that if you need to send 

cash to school that you have the correct 

money. 

 

P & F NEWS 

A very successful P&F Association AGM was held last Tuesday night and we welcome a new executive 

for 2018. 

President:   Courtney Pelling 

Vice President  Denise Karam 

Secretary   Tracey Huijser 

Treasurer   Nikki Field 

Tuckshop Co-ordinator Maree Bilby 

A huge vote of thanks is extended to these parents for accepting the nominations.  Thankyou, also to 

everyone who attended this special meeting. 

The first Item on the agenda was the Walkathon.  Our P&F Association take on a lot of the responsibility 

for this important event. 

The Easter Raffle and the Mother’s Day Fete which is held early in Term two were  the next agenda items. 

The next meeting will be held on Tuesday 3rd April at 7pm in the school staffroom.   

ALL parents are invited to attend.  This will be a special Fete meeting. 

 

Dates were also set for the 2018 P&F Meetings for the year: 

 Tuesday 22 May    7pm 

 Tuesday 14 August 7pm 

 Tuesday 20 November  7pm 



 

 

HEALTHY HAROLD VISIT 

Please find below a permission note for your child to attend the Healthy Harold/Life Education 

Program which will be at the school on Tuesday 22nd May and Wednesday 23rd May. 

Could you please complete and return to the school.  Please note that payment is not required with 

the return of note as the cost has already been factored into your school fees.  



 

 

FOSTERING A GROWTH MINDSET 
 
 

Congratulations to the following learners who received awards for showing RESOURCEFUL 

learning. 

Early Stage 1:  Parker Miles     

Stage 1:  Lexi Field 

Stage 2:    Koby Griffiths 

Stage 3:   Emily Kitching  

 

 

 

These great learners showed responsible learning by:  Being organised and ready for learning, 

asking sensible questions to learn more, taking their time to think about what they are 

learning and enhancing their learning through extra work.    

 Well done! 

Congratulations to all other learners who received Resourceful Learning Merits during the two 

weeks. 

Our next focus is: RESILIENT learning. 

A RESILIENT LEARNER does not give up.   They keep trying until they understand or have 

produced great work.   They stay positive, even during challenges and they practice, practice, 

practice! 



 

 

 



ALTAR SERVERS ROSTER 

St Vincent’s Portland 

Please arrange a swap if you are unable to 

attend on your rostered Sunday Mass.   

Mass commences at 8am 

IMPORTANT DATES  at St Joseph’s 

TERM 1—2018 

Sunday 18th 

February 

Mia Dunleavy  

Annika Taylor 

Maddison Field 

Sunday 25th 

February 

Nate Green 

Savannah Green 

Sunday 4th March Halle Gillespie 

Yasmine Turner 

Sunday 11th 

March 

Mia Dunleavy  

Annika Taylor 

Maddison Field 

Sunday 18th 

March 

Nate Green 

Savannah Green 

Sunday 25th 

March 

Halle Gillespie 

Yasmine Turner 

EASTER VOLUNTEERS 

SCHOOL MASSES—TERM 1 

School Masses commence at 9.30am on 

Wednesdays 

 

 

 

WEEK 7—14th Mar 3/4 Lent 

WEEK 8—21st Mar 5/6 St Joseph 

WEEK 9—28th Mar 3/4 Holy Week 

WEEK 10—4th April 5/6 Easter 

WEEK 11—11th April 3/4 Easter 

Please Note:  St Joseph’s School has been rostered on to 

do Offertory at Sunday Masses so please bring your 

children along and become involved in our Parish. 

Week 1 April 30 School Resumes 

Week 2 May 7 Litter Workshop 

Week 4 May 22 

23 

Healthy Harold Workshop 

Healthy Harold Workshop 

Week 7 March 13 

16 

Pet Workshop (K/1/2) 

SJS Walkathon 

Week 8 March 20 

21 

21 

23 

Peachey/Richardson Cup 

St Joseph’s Mass 

Polding Swimming 

Winter Sports Trials 

Week 9 March 30 Good Friday 

Week 10 April 1 

4 

6 

Easter Sunday 

Assembly 

School Photos 

Week 11 April 13 Last Day of Term 1 

TERM 2—2018 



 

 

 

CANTEEN & CAKE ROSTERS 

TERM 1 

A massive thank you to all who volunteered to be a part of the cake roster for 
Term 1. 

Please find below the roster. If there is a problem with the date you’re rostered  

please let me know.—Maree 0439 027 009 
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Don’t forget to install the Schoolstream app on your electronic device.  A large 

percentage of the schools communications will soon be done through Schoolstream—

permission notes, newsletters and information notes.  We also have parents currently 

using the app to send in Absentee Notes which is another great way to ensure the school 

receives the information safely and promptly. 

It is very convenient to receive an alert on your phone to notify you of any important 

information we need to distribute quickly. 

With the Year 6 Canberra Excursion and our whole school excursion fast approaching, 

updates of arrival times etc. will be done using the Schoolstream app so we strongly 

encourage all parents/carers to sign up. 



 

 
COMMUNITY INFORMATION 

THISTLE SFC 
Lithgow Thistles Soccer Club are currently looking 
for players for the 2018 season in under 6,7,8 and 
the ladies competition. If you would be interested 
please contact Lorraine Keay on 0419 621 426 or 
email thistlesfc@gmail.com. Please note we are a 

registered provider for the Active Kids $100 rebate. 

mailto:thistlesfc@gmail.com

