
 

 

St Joseph’s Catholic Primary School Portland 

NEWSLETTER 

Term 1 WEEK 4 - 2/18 - 23rd February 2018 

WELCOME & INDUCTION MASS  

2018 

Dear Parents 

A beautiful ‘Welcome and Induction Mass’ was held on Wednesday to formally introduce our 2018 

school year.  It was a very special welcome by Father Garry to our six new kindergarten students and 

their families: Sophie and the Field family, Amber and the Karam family, Parker and the Miles family, 

Logan and the Kearns family, Hannah and the Sheehan family, Stuart and the McMillan family.  After 

Mass the welcome cake was cut by Mrs Taylor and her new Kindergarten students.  It was also a 

“Welcome Back” to all existing students and their families.  The Year Yr 6 Captains were also formally 

acknowledged as they received their Captain’s badges.  Fr Garry blessed the badges and made the 

presentation to each school leader.  A special part of the ceremony occurred when the parent or 

grandparent of each student came forward to pin on the badges.  Congratulations are extended to: 

SCHOOL CAPTAIN:  NATE GREEN 

SCHOOL CAPTAIN:  HALLE GILLESPIE 

VICE CAPTAIN:  MADDISON FIELD 

VICE CAPTAIN:  ANNIKA TAYLOR 

HOUSE CAPTAIN:  TAYLOR BENNETT 

HOUSE CAPTAIN:  YASMINE TURNER 

HOUSE CAPTAIN:  BROCK HANDLEY 

Thank you very much to Fr Garry for then joining both the Year 6 leaders and the school staff in 

reading their statements of commitment for 2018. 

“Thankyou Fr Garry” once again and “Thankyou, everyone!” who attended on Wednesday.  It is the 

presence of others at our weekly Masses and special occasions that make our school such a warm 

and welcoming place. 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 
CATHOLIC SCHOOLS WEEK 

Catholic Schools Week at St Joseph’s will actually continue for two weeks.  Beginning on Monday 5 th 

March and concluding on Friday 16 March.  The calendar of events follow: 

Monday 5th March:  Catholic Schools week begins – “Blaze New Trails” Theme 

 Open Classrooms 10.15am (approximately) 

 Grandparents Morning Tea 11am 

 School Assembly 2.50pm 

Thursday 8th March  SJS Media Day 

Monday 12th March  K/1/2 Pet Education 

    21st Century Learning Tabloid 

Friday 16th March  St Joseph’s Walkathon – fun run and picnic at Williwa Creek 

 Fr John Grannall Memorial Sports 

Further information will be forwarded but for now it is just a matter of saving some or all of the dates. 

HOMEWORK 

Please remember that homework which has begun this week is: 

 Handed out on Mondays 

 Handed in on Fridays (or before) 

Extra reading should be done. (Parents can read to their children – this also assists greatly in teaching 

children to read.) 

If you’re not sure about any aspect of Homework please contact your child’s teacher. 

 

SWIMMING PROGRAM 

Last Friday saw the conclusion of our 2017-2018 Swim Safety Program at St Joseph’s.  It was wonderful 
to see the improvement in the confidence and water skills of all the students.  We all realise just how 
important it is for children to understand correct procedures and safety measures around water and once 
water confident the ability to swim seems to be much easier.  We, at St Joseph’s can happily boast that 

our school is one which can offer this unique program and equip all our children for life. 

THANKYOU to SHANE TAYLOR and the PORTLAND POOL COMMITTEE.  Not only do we have a great 
facility but we also have one which is cared for to a very high standard.  All students look forward to the 

2018-2019 season.  THANK YOU 

PARKING 

Please note designated parking areas for school.   

 Parent carpark is corner of High and Williwa Street. 

 Laneway at Corner near church. 

 The bus bay can not be accessed for school drop offs.   

Highway Patrol Officers patrol do monitor the school and will fine drivers (this has happened in the past). 

Thank you for your co-operation 



 

 
SPORTS REPORT—Simone Taylor 

 
2018 SWIMMING CARNIVAL 

 

Our St Joseph’s Swimming carnival held on the 9th February was again a very successful day in the water 
with all students showing pleasing skills and a positive attitude towards participation. 
 
It is always pleasing to see the students willing to ‘have a go’  and support their peers.  It is also very 
pleasing to see a large number of family members come to support their children. Our students attitudes 
reflect that of their families and it is always lovely to see the adults supporting all the children at St 
Joseph’s. 
 
We congratulate all students on their skills in the water. Whether it be learning to swim or trying to better 
their personal best times, our students have shown growth and confidence over the season at the pool. 
This was reflected throughout the day at the carnival. 
 
Thank you to everyone who assisted in any way. We rely on parents to help on these days and without 
you the carnival would not be possible. A special mention to our official starter Mark Bennett who has 
been our starter for many years and does a fantastic job. 2018 will be Mark’s last year of duty so we will 
be looking for a new starter in 2019. 
 
Thanks also to Nigel , Karen and the girls in the Kiosk for providing lunches and refreshments throughout 
the day. 
 
We also acknowledge our  pool lifeguard - Jordie Brodie who does a fantastic job and to Shane Taylor for 
all his work at the pool on carnival days and throughout the season. 
 
Finally thank you to Mark Bennett, Tracey Huiser, Terry Field and Jordie Brodie who were our parent 
representatives in the relay this year. The students really love this race and it again proved to be an 
exciting event on carnival day. Unfortunately our fastest swimmers - Mia, Libby, Yasmine and Annika 
narrowly won on the day! We thank Taylor Bennett for her assistance as our starter for this event. 

 
Our 2018 Champions are as follows: 

 
Junior Boy  Kooper Handley 
Junior Girl  Mia Dunleavy 
11Years Boy  Nate Green 
11Years Girl  Yasmine Turner 
Senior Boy  Brock Handley 
Senior Girl  Maddison Field 

 
 
A Team of twelve students attended the the Bathurst/ Eastern Region Carnival held on Tuesday 20th 
February. 
 
Congratulations to the following students on making this representative team. 
Libby Bailey, Taylor Bennett, Mia Dunleavy, Maddi Field, Halle Gillespie, Nate Green, Kooper Handley, 
Brock Handley, Briea Lampton, Annika Taylor, Hannah Turner and Yasmine Turner. 



 

 Bathurst / Eastern Region Swimming Carnival 2018 
 
Last Tuesday 20th February a team of twelve students attended the Bathurst/ Eastern Region Swimming 
Carnival held at Bathurst Aquatic Centre. 
 
All students represented our school with great pride aiming to better their times from the school carnival. 
 
Our exciting day in the pool began with Mia Dunleavy winning the 100m OPEN Freestyle event, quite an 
achievement for a junior swimmer. 
 
The students enjoyed the day of competition and also the time spent with peers and family members who 
attended to support our school. The regional carnival also allows students time to interact with other 
students from Bathurst, Oberon , Lithgow and Cowra schools. 
 
Congratulations to ALL the students on their individual efforts on the day and to the following students 
who were placed in the following events: 
 
Mia Dunleavy   1st 100m OPEN Freestyle 
                           1st 50m 10 years Freestyle 
                           1st 50m  Junior Butterfly 
                           1st 200 Individual Medley Junior 
                            3rd 50m Junior Backstroke 
                            4th 50m Junior Breaststroke 
 
 
Yasmine Turner   3rd 50m Backstroke 
    3rd 50m Butterfly 
    4th 50 11 years Freestyle 
 

 

SJS Junior Girls Relay Team  

Mia Dunleavy, Libby Bailey, Briea Lampton and Hannah Turner 
 
                                    3rd  in the Junior Relay Event 
 

 

 

It was with great excitement that our school team also won  

2018 Champion School 

by percentage points trophy again this year.   

Congratulations! 



 

 

 
We also congratulate MIA DUNLEAVY who was the runner up Junior Girl Champion on the day. This had 
to be  investigated as there was a discrepancy in the points allocation for Mia. On  Wednesday we had 
formal notification from the carnival organiser that Mia Dunleavy should have been awarded the 
Champion Swimmer. This issue was a technical error as the points allocated to Mia did not include her 
100m win. Mia was formally awarded the Champion Swimmer at our school assembly on Wednesday. 

 

CONGRATULATIONS! 

MIA DUNLEAVY 

2018 CHAMPION JUNIOR GIRL SWIMMER BATHURST/ EASTERN REGION 

 
 
We wish the following swimmers all the best as they progress onto the Diocesan Swimming Carnival to be 
held in Dubbo next Thursday: 
 
Mia Dunleavy :   100m OPEN Freestyle 
                          50m 10 years Freestyle 
                         50m  Junior Butterfly 
                         200 Individual Medley Junior 
                            50m Junior Backstroke 
                            50m Junior Breaststroke 
 
Yasmine Turner : 50m Backstroke 
   50m Butterfly 
 
PP5 Relay Team:  Mia Dunleavy , Libby Bailey, Yasmine Turner and Annika Taylor 

 
 

CONGRATULATIONS AND GOODLUCK! 

 

 

DAVID PEACHEY/RUSSELL RICHARDSON CUP 

 
Planning us underway for the Football knockout. We will once again join with St Patrick’s Lithgow. The 
date of the knockout is 20th March. Please write this date in your diary. More information will come out in 
the next few weeks. 
 
 
Simone Taylor 
Sports Coordinator 
 
 
 

SCHOOL MASS 

Please come along to school Mass held every Wednesday at 9.30am 

Next week’s Mass will be organised by Miss Menchin and Year 3/4 



 

 

FOSTERING A GROWTH MINDSET 
 
 

Congratulations to the following learners who received awards for showing RESPONSIBLE 

learning. 

Early Stage 1 - Logan Kearns  Stage 1 - Olivia Merlino  Stage 2 - Charlotte Handley  Stage 3 -  

Halle Gillespie 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

These great learners showed responsible learning by:  Listening in class, being a kind friend, 

working well in groups and by showing great leadership skills.   Well done! 

Congratulations to all other learners who received Responsible Learning Merits during the two 

weeks. 

Our next Learning Trait focus is:  RESOURCEFUL LEARNERS. 

A RESOURCEFUL LEARNER can show initiative, asks sensible questions, challenges themselves, 

uses their time wisely, uses creative and critical thinking and is prepared to explore other 

possible methods and solutions to solving problems. 



 

 P&F NEWS 

ATTENTION ALL   

PARENTS AND FRIENDS ASSOCIATION  

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

TUESDAY 27th FEBRUARY 

SCHOOL STAFF ROOM  - 7PM 

Please join our Parent group.   

We need new members to add to our already hardworking ones. 

AGENDA ITEMS: Executive 2018 

  Walkathon organisation 

  May Fete 

 

LIBRARY 

Library lessons are held on  a Tuesday for all classes K-6. 

Can all students please bring a library bag on Tuesdays to transport books to and from school.  This helps 

protect the library books and also keeps books secure so that finding them is easy.  Children will not be 

able to borrow books until the have a library bag. 

A library bag doesn’t have to be fancy.  An old pillow case, or ‘green’ shopping bag is a cheap alternative.  

Label the bag clearly with your child’s name so that staff and others can locate the owner easily. 



ALTAR SERVERS ROSTER 

St Vincent’s Portland 

Please arrange a swap if you are unable to 

attend on your rostered Sunday Mass.   

Mass commences at 8am 

IMPORTANT DATES  at St Joseph’s 

TERM 1—2018 

Sunday 18th 

February 

Mia Dunleavy  

Annika Taylor 

Sunday 25th 

February 

Nate Green 

Savannah Green 

Sunday 4th March Halle Gillespie 

Yasmine Turner 

Sunday 11th 

March 

Jorja Bailey 

Yasmine Turner 

Sunday 18th 

March 

Mia Dunleavy  

Annika Taylor 

Maddison Field 

Sunday 25th 

March 

Braith Green 

Nate Green 

Savannah Green 

EASTER VOLUNTEERS 

SCHOOL MASSES—TERM 1 

School Masses commence at 9.30am on 

Wednesdays 

 

WEEK 5—28th Feb 3/4 Lent 

WEEK 6—7th Mar 5/6 Grandparents Mass 

WEEK 7—14th Mar 3/4 Lent 

WEEK 8—21st Mar 5/6 St Joseph 

WEEK 9—28th Mar 3/4 Holy Week 

WEEK 10—4th April 5/6 Easter 

WEEK 11—11th April 3/4 Easter 

Please Note:  St Joseph’s School has been rostered on to 

do Offertory at Sunday Masses so please bring your 

children along and become involved in our Parish. 

Week 1 April 30 School Resumes 

Week 2 May 7 Litter Workshop 

Week 5 Feb 

March 

27 

1 

P&F AGM 

Dio Swimming Carnival 

Week 6 March 5 

7 

Catholic Schools Week Starts 

Assembly 

Week 7 March 16 SJS Walkathon 

Week 8 March 20 

21 

23 

Peachey/Richardson Cup 

St Joseph’s Mass 

Winter Sports Trials 

Week 9 March 30 Good Friday 

Week 10 April 1 

4 

Easter Sunday 

Assembly 

Week 11 April 13 Last Day of Term 1 

TERM 2—2018 



 

 

 

CANTEEN & CAKE ROSTERS 

TERM 1 

A massive thank you to all who volunteered to be a part of the cake roster for 
Term 1. 

Please find below the roster. If there is a problem with the date you’re rostered  

please let me know.—Maree 0439 027 009 
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Don’t forget to install the Schoolstream app on your electronic device.  A large 

percentage of the schools communications will soon be done through Schoolstream—

permission notes, newsletters and information notes.  We also have parents currently 

using the app to send in Absentee Notes which is another great way to ensure the school 

receives the information safely and promptly. 

It is very convenient to receive an alert on your phone to notify you of any important 

information we need to distribute quickly. 

With the Year 6 Canberra Excursion and our whole school excursion fast approaching, 

updates of arrival times etc. will be done using the Schoolstream app so we strongly 

encourage all parents/carers to sign up. 



 

 
COMMUNITY INFORMATION 


